


CAUSES OF 

WORLD WAR II



A.  THE TREATY OF 

VERSAILLES

1. German Reparations

2. Creation of Weak League 

of Nations



Problems

 No control of major conflicts.

 No progress in disarmament.

 No effective military force.



B. ECONOMIC FACTORS

1. The Great Depression

• October 1929



C.  POLITICAL FACTORS

1. “Peace at all costs”

2. Appeasement

3. American Neutrality



D.  RISE OF 

TOTALITARIANISM

1. Hitler, Mussolini, and the 

Japanese Military Dictatorship

2. Racism/Anti-Semitism

3. Territorial Aggression



Short Term Causes

• Non-aggression pacts between Nazis and 

Soviets, Italians, and Japanese

• Anchluss and Czechoslovakian 

appeasement concessions

• US’ halt of oil and rubber sales to Japan

• Japanese invasion of Southeast Asia and 

German invasion of Poland



Create a One-Pager

• Use pictures, words, symbols and other 

items to describe why you believe one of 

the causes is the biggest or most 

important reason for the start of WWII.

• HW: Writing on every other line, 

write a rough draft of your 

coursework’s conclusion paragraph.  

This will be used and checked in 

tomorrow’s class.



THE WAR 

BEGINS



German Invasion into Poland

September 1, 1939



Allies •Axis

Great 

Britain

France

•Germany

•Italy

Allied Powers vs. 

Axis Powers

•JAPAN



Neutral countries

In 1939

UNITED STATES

• Remained neutral until 

December 8, 1941

• Joined the Allies

SOVIET UNION

• Remained neutral until 

June 22, 1941

• Joined the Allies





Battle of 
Britain:

The “Blitz”

Summer and 

Autumn,  1940



The London “Tube”:
Air Raid Shelters during the Blitz



Operation Barbarossa:
hiTLer’s biggesT MisTake



Operation Barbarossa: 
June 22, 1941

 3,000,000 German soldiers.
 3,400 tanks.



The “big Three”

Winston Churchill, Franklin Roosevelt, Joseph Stalin



The Battle for Italy:
Summer 1943



The Allies Liberate Rome:
June 5, 1944



Battle of Stalingrad:
Winter of 1942-1943

One of the largest and 

bloodiest battles in 

human history!



Battle of Stalingrad:
Winter of 1942-1943

German Army Russian Army

1,040,000 men 2,500,000 men 

10,290 artillery guns 13,541 artillery guns 

675 tanks 894 tanks 

1,216 planes 1,115 planes 

850,000 killed or 

wounded; 107,000 

captured (only 

6,000 survived)

1,150,000 killed or 

wounded; 40,000 

civilians killed



Battle of Stalingrad:
Winter of 1942-1943

Battle of Stalingrad in “Enemy 

at the Gates”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=oJ3bzg-Tvt4
“Enemy at the Gates” 

2001

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=Ik7C6amdy1Y

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJ3bzg-Tvt4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ik7C6amdy1Y


D-Day (June 6, 1944)



Normandy Landing 
(June 6, 1944)



The Liberation of Paris:
August 25, 1944

De Gaulle 
in 

Triumph!



The Battle of the Bulge:
hiTLer’s LasT offensive

Dec. 16, 1944
to

Jan. 28, 1945



Hitler Commits Suicide
April 30, 1945

The Führer’s 
Bunker

Cyanide & Pistols

Mr. & Mrs. Hitler





V-E Day (May 8, 1945)



The Manhattan Project:
Los Alamos, NM

Dr. Robert 

Oppenheimer

I have 
become 
death, 

the 
shatterer 
of worlds!

Manhattan Project – Trinity Test

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ru

2PWmGIoB8

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ru2PWmGIoB8


Hiroshima – August 6, 1945

 70,000 killed 
immediately.

 48,000 buildings. 
destroyed.

 100,000s died of 
radiation 
poisoning & 
cancer later.



Nagasaki – August 9, 1945

 40,000 killed 
immediately.

 60,000 injured.
 100,000s died of

radiation 
poisoning
& cancer later.





WW II 
Casualties

Country Men in war Battle deaths Wounded

Australia 1,000,000 26,976 180,864

Austria 800,000 280,000 350,117

Belgium 625,000 8,460 55,5131

Brazil2 40,334 943 4,222

Bulgaria 339,760 6,671 21,878

Canada 1,086,3437 42,0427 53,145

China3 17,250,521 1,324,516 1,762,006

Czechoslovakia — 6,6834 8,017

Denmark — 4,339 —

Finland 500,000 79,047 50,000

France — 201,568 400,000

Germany 20,000,000 3,250,0004 7,250,000

Greece — 17,024 47,290

Hungary — 147,435 89,313

India 2,393,891 32,121 64,354

Italy 3,100,000 149,4964 66,716

Japan 9,700,000 1,270,000 140,000

Netherlands 280,000 6,500 2,860

New Zealand 194,000 11,6254 17,000

Norway 75,000 2,000 —

Poland — 664,000 530,000

Romania 650,0005 350,0006 —

South Africa 410,056 2,473 —

U.S.S.R. — 6,115,0004 14,012,000

United Kingdom 5,896,000 357,1164 369,267

United States 16,112,566 291,557 670,846

Yugoslavia 3,741,000 305,000 425,000

1. Civilians only.
2. Army and navy figures.
3. Figures cover period July 

7, 1937 to  Sept. 2, 1945, 
and concern only Chinese 
regular troops. They do 
not include casualties 
suffered by guerrillas 
and local military corps.

4. Deaths from all causes.
5. Against Soviet Russia; 

385,847 
against Nazi Germany.

6. Against Soviet Russia; 
169,822
against Nazi Germany.

7. National Defense Ctr., 
Canadian
Forces Hq., Director of 
History.



Potsdam Conference:
July, 1945

 FDR dead, Churchill out of office as Prime 
Minister during conference.

 Stalin only original.

 The United States                                               has 
the A-bomb.

 Allies agree Germany                                         is 
to be divided into                                            
occupation zones

 Poland moved 
around to suit 
the Soviets. 

P.M. Clement   President    Joseph
Atlee        Truman      Stalin



The U.S. & the U.S.S.R. Emerged as 
the Two Superpowers of the 

later 20c



The Division of Germany:
1945 - 1990



The Creation of the U. N.



The Nuremberg War Trials:
Crimes Against Humanity



Japanese War Crimes Trials

General 
Hideki Tojo

Bio-Chemical 
Experiments



The Race for 
Space



Early Computer Technology
Came Out of WW II

Mark I, 1944

Admiral Grace 
Hooper, 1944-1992
COBOL language

Colossus, 1941



The Emergence of Third 
World Nationalist 

Movements



The De-Colonization of 
European Empires


