
Transcript of Truman Doctrine (1947) 

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the Congress of the United States:  

The gravity of the situation which confronts the world today necessitates my appearance before a joint session of the 
Congress. The foreign policy and the national security of this country are involved.  

One aspect of the present situation, which I wish to present to you at this time for your consideration and decision, concerns 
Greece and Turkey.  

The United States has received from the Greek Government an urgent appeal for financial and economic assistance. 
Preliminary reports from the American Economic Mission now in Greece and reports from the American Ambassador in 
Greece corroborate the statement of the Greek Government that assistance is imperative if Greece is to survive as a free 
nation… 

…The very existence of the Greek state is today threatened by the terrorist activities of several thousand armed men, led by 
Communists, who defy the government's authority at a number of points, particularly along the northern boundaries. A 
Commission appointed by the United Nations Security Council is at present investigating disturbed conditions in northern 
Greece and alleged border violations along the frontier between Greece on the one hand and Albania, Bulgaria, and 
Yugoslavia on the other.  

Meanwhile, the Greek Government is unable to cope with the situation. The Greek army is small and poorly equipped. It needs 
supplies and equipment if it is to restore the authority of the government throughout Greek territory. Greece must have 
assistance if it is to become a self-supporting and self-respecting democracy… 

…It is important to note that the Greek Government has asked for our aid in utilizing effectively the financial and other 
assistance we may give to Greece, and in improving its public administration. It is of the utmost importance that we supervise 
the use of any funds made available to Greece; in such a manner that each dollar spent will count toward making Greece self-
supporting, and will help to build an economy in which a healthy democracy can flourish…  

…It would be an unspeakable tragedy if these countries, which have struggled so long against overwhelming odds, should 
lose that victory for which they sacrificed so much. Collapse of free institutions and loss of independence would be disastrous 
not only for them but for the world. Discouragement and possibly failure would quickly be the lot of neighboring peoples 
striving to maintain their freedom and independence.  

Should we fail to aid Greece and Turkey in this fateful hour, the effect will be far reaching to the West as well as to the East.  

We must take immediate and resolute action.  

I therefore ask the Congress to provide authority for assistance to Greece and Turkey in the amount of $400,000,000 for the 
period ending June 30, 1948. In requesting these funds, I have taken into consideration the maximum amount of relief 
assistance which would be furnished to Greece out of the $350,000,000 which I recently requested that the Congress 
authorize for the prevention of starvation and suffering in countries devastated by the war.  

In addition to funds, I ask the Congress to authorize the detail of American civilian and military personnel to Greece and 
Turkey, at the request of those countries, to assist in the tasks of reconstruction, and for the purpose of supervising the use of 
such financial and material assistance as may be furnished. I recommend that authority also be provided for the instruction 
and training of selected Greek and Turkish personnel… 

I would not recommend it except that the alternative is much more serious. The United States contributed $341,000,000,000 
toward winning World War II. This is an investment in world freedom and world peace.  

The assistance that I am recommending for Greece and Turkey amounts to little more than 1 tenth of 1 per cent of this 
investment. It is only common sense that we should safeguard this investment and make sure that it was not in vain.  

The seeds of totalitarian regimes are nurtured by misery and want. They spread and grow in the evil soil of poverty and strife. 
They reach their full growth when the hope of a people for a better life has died. We must keep that hope alive.  

The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining their freedoms.   
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